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the perils from urban society. Nevertheless, 
preparedness is your key to survival. The 
unexpected can happen, almost guarante- 
ed when you live in the mountains. This is 
earthquake country. Our seismometers 
show us that small earthquakes happen 
every week and every now and again we 
feel the ground shudder. Some of us 
remember the earthquakes that really 
frightened us and people of Lake Almanor 
can tell you the horrifying stories of what 
happened to their homes, their lives, when 
the Canyon Dam M 5.7 earthquake struck 
on May 23, 2013. Geologist tell us much, 
much larger earthquakes have occurred in 
the past. Are you prepared? And what 
about for that volcanic eruption? 

 Many people do not realize we have 
earthquakes up here. The clean air, clean 
water and beautiful surrounds seem to the 
untrained eye and the inexperienced that 
this is a tranquil place where one’s cares 
are forgotten and the world’s troubles can 
disappear. But this is an area of numerous 
hazards, some with four legs and others 
with two, harsh winters and raging floods, 
and earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. I 
think we all would prefer dealing with an 
unpredictable Mother Nature rather than 
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